Swampscott Public Schools 



K-12 Core Standards
Foreign Language 




Grade: First Year
	Core Standards
	Evidence of Learning

	Communication

First year language learner: Exchange personal information and knowledge and begin to discuss readings


	The students will: 

· Greet and respond to greetings
· Introduce and respond to introductions 

· Ask and answer questions 

· Make and respond to requests 

· Exchange information and knowledge 

· Express opinions and ideas 

· Express needs and emotions 

· Follow directions 

· Understand some ideas and familiar details 

· Obtain information and knowledge 

· Read and interpret signs, simple stories, poems and informational texts 

· Describe people, places, and things 

· Write lists and short notes 

· Begin to present information in a brief report 



	Culture

· First year language learner: Identify geography, social and cultural activities of the target language


	Students will: 

· Use appropriate words, phrases, expressions, and gestures in interactions such as greetings, farewells, school routines, and other daily activities 

· Interact appropriately in group cultural activities such as games, storytelling, celebrations, and dramatizations 

· Identify distinctive cultural aspects of the target culture presented in stories, dramas, films, and photographs 

· Identify distinctive cultural products from the target culture such as toys, clothes, foods, currencies, games, traditional crafts, and musical instruments 

· Identify distinctive contributions made by people in the target culture 

· Demonstrate knowledge of artistic expression in the target culture by identifying, learning, and performing songs, dances, or memorizing poems; by identifying and making examples of crafts or visual arts using traditional techniques such as brush painting, paper folding, or mosaics 

· Demonstrate knowledge of the target culture's geography by identifying features such as rivers, mountains, cities, and climate by name on maps 




	Comparisons
First year language learner: identify linguistic and cultural characteristics of the target language and compare and contrast with English linguistic and cultural comparisons
	The students will:

Using selected words, phrases, and expressions with no major repeated patterns of error in the target language, and English when necessary, students will 

· Ask and answer questions regarding similar/different phonetic/writing systems used in the target language* 

· Give examples of ways in which the target language differs from/is similar to English* 

· Give examples of borrowed and loan words* 

· Identify linguistic characteristics of the target language and compare and contrast them with English linguistic characteristics* 

· Ask and answer questions regarding different forms of communication in the target culture and their own such as signs, symbols, displays, and inscriptions* 

· Describe the patterns of behavior of the target culture such as celebrations and compare/contrast them with those of their own culture* 

· Describe some cultural beliefs and perspectives relating to family, school, and play in both target culture and their own* 

· Identify and discuss cultural characteristics of the target culture and compare and contrast to cultural characteristics of their own culture* 




	Connections 

First year language learner: obtain information and 

knowledge related to other disciplines from sources in the target language
Communities

First year language learner: apply knowledge of  the target language within the classroom setting


	The students will
· obtain geographical information from printed maps and travel guides or Internet resources in the target language and use this information 
· read age-appropriate authentic fiction and nonfiction from the target culture and analyze it 

The students will:

· Converse with speakers of the target language; or read and write e-mail or letters; or 
· make and exchange drawings or photographs, and discuss them orally or in letters and e-mail with students in another community in 

· make and exchange newsletters, photographs, and artwork and discussing them orally or in letters and e-mail with students in another community in Massachusetts, the United States, or another country



Content Area:
Foreign Language 

Grade: Second Year
	Core Standard
	Evidence of Learning

	Communication

Second year language leaner: Ask and respond to questions about people, activities, or events


	The students will:

· Ask and respond to questions to clarify information 
· Discuss class reading 
· Follow directions such as for a recipe or  a word game
· Read  short stories, narratives, advertisements, and brochures
· Use learned expressions, sentences, questions and polite commands in conversations
· Write simple paragraphs 
· Write greeting cards, notes, letters and e-mails
· Describe story elements of characters, events, and settings
· Make presentations on planned activities or on cultural topics

	Culture

Second year language learner: identify distinctive aspects of the target culture presented through various media and relate them to cultural perspectives of the target language


	· Identify patterns of social behavior that are typical of the target culture

· Interact appropriately in social and cultural activities, such as  exchanges in a restaurant, at a bus stop, in a store, or in a classroom and for classical languages: in triumphal marches, weddings, and/or funerals

	
	· Identify distinctive aspects of the target culture presented in media and relate them to cultural perspectives of the target language.
· Identify artistic styles in the target culture in examples of music, dance, poetry and visual arts



	Comparisons 

Second year learner: analyze differences and similarities between the writing systems, cultural traditions, and celebrations of both languages


	· Give examples of cognates  and  target vocabulary assimilated into English lexicon

· Ask and answer questions regarding different forms of communication in the target culture and their own such as signs, symbols, displays, and inscriptions

· Describe the patterns of behavior of the target culture such as celebrations and compare/contrast them with those of their own culture

· Describe some cultural beliefs and perspectives relating to family, school, and play in both target culture and their own



	Connections 

Second year language learner: obtain information and knowledge related to other disciplines through various sources


	· Identify geographic locations where all the target languages are spoken

· Obtain political and economic information about the target countries  from newspapers, other print and non-print media sources

· Identify music and song lyrics from the target culture.

	Communities 

Second year language learner: Apply knowledge of the target language and culture beyond the classroom setting


	· Converse with speakers of the target language; or 
· read and write  email or letters; or 
· make and exchange videotapes, newsletters, photographs, and artwork and discuss them orally or in letters and e-mail with students in another community in Massachusetts, the United States, or another country




Content Area:
Foreign Language 

Grade: Third Year
	Core Standard
	Evidence of Learning

	Communication 

Discuss personal feelings and ideas to persuade someone to consider an alternate viewpoint and begin to share reactions to literary texts


	The students will:

Perform all components of first and second year ,using sentences and strings of sentences, and recombinations of learned words, phrases, and expressions, with frequency of errors proportionate to the complexity of the communicative task, students will ...

· Discuss personal feelings and ideas to persuade someone to consider an alternative viewpoint

· Comprehend narration in present, past, and future 

· Share personal reactions to authentic literary texts, such as letters, poems, plays, and  short stories 
· Comprehend audio and visual texts


	Culture Identify cultural characteristics in literature and media of the target language


	· Identify significant political, military, intellectual, and cultural figures and describe how they shaped historical events and/or the target culture's perspectives
· Describe the relationship between social establishments such as schools, religions, governments, and the perspectives of the target culture*

	Comparisons 
compare, contrast and analyze various media to examine the controversial issues in both the target culture and their own culture


	· Compare, contrast, and exchange opinions on issues that are of contemporary or historical interest in the target culture and students' own culture(s)

·  Discuss and analyze idiomatic expressions in the target language



	Connections 
obtain increasingly complex information and knowledge related to other disciplines through expanded knowledge of other disciplines.


	· Make connections with history, art, music and dance of the target culture 
· Collect data from each culture and compare it with the native culture

	Communities 
apply knowledge of the target language beyond the school setting


	· interview one person about his or her occupation or interests 
· locate community, state, and national organizations that support the study of languages and cultures and report on their programs and events 
· research and present information about a linguistic or cultural group in Massachusetts in the present time


Content Area:
Foreign Language 
Grade: Fourth/Fifth Year
	Core Standard
	Evidence of Learning

The students will:

Perform Stage 1, Stage 2, and Stage 3 Learning Standard Components

	Communication 

Fourth & fifth year language learner: Initiate, sustain, close a conversation and analyze literary texts


	· Discuss national, international, or current events 

· Use rephrasing, summarization, or elaboration to substantiate opinions, or express ideas and emotions 

· Convince and persuade another person to adopt a plan or viewpoint 

· Discuss and analyze literary text

·  Write journals, letters, stories, and essays Write or prepare an oral or videotaped report about a personal interest 

· Analyze the aesthetic qualities of works of poetry, drama, fiction, or film

· Recount events in an incident or a reading

· Analyze moral/philosophical points presented in literary texts, film, international press and other internet media sources.



	Culture

Distinguish among knowledge, opinion, stereotypes presented in primary and secondary source documents as well as multimedia presentations about the culture


	· Analyze examples of literature, primary source historical documents, music, visual arts, theatre, dance, and other artifacts from target culture(s) and discuss how they reflect individual and cultural 

· Describe conflicts in points of view within and among cultures and their possible resolutions; and discuss how the conflicts and proposed resolutions reflect cultural and individual perspectives* perspectives 

· Distinguish among knowledge, informed opinions, uninformed opinions, stereotypes, prejudices, biases, open mindedness, narrow mindedness, and closed mindedness in literature, primary and secondary source documents, mass media, and multimedia presentations about and/or from culture; and discuss how these presentations reflect cultural and individual perspectives*

· Analyze how participants' accounts of the same events can differ; how historians' interpretations of events can change over time; and how participants' and historians' interpretations of events can reflect individual and cultural perspectives* 

	Comparisons

 Read and view several literary works and readings from other media


	· Read and view several literary works (print, film, multimedia) with related themes and compare them

· Describe similarities in themes and details found in narratives of the target language and English

· Compare and contrast how international events are or have been reported in the target culture's media
· Describe similarities in themes and details found in narratives of the target language and English

	Connections 

Obtain information and knowledge related to other disciplines 


	· Students will create an interdisciplinary unit researching examples of cultural encounters in history by reading primary source documents from the target culture including depictions of mythology
· learn technical vocabulary in the target language to explain and  design a simple project 

	Communities 

Apply knowledge of the target language beyond the community setting


	· locate newspapers, magazines, newsletters, television or radio stations, or websites that use languages other than English and contribute letters, articles, or other materials in the target language 
· describe work and volunteer opportunities requiring second language skills in international government relations, international businesses, and international non-profit organizations 




